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Prop Wash

By Jeanne Sabankaya

Do you remember that defining moment when you were bit-
ten by the aviation bug?

For me it was decades ago when | was a little girl, around10 years old.
Dad had hired an agricultural spraying service to spray his crops. Whe
the plane was scheduled to arrive, he told me to go inside the house sc
not to inhale any of the chemicals used to spray the crops. | watched
from a window that gave me a clear vantage point of the spraying. With wonder and amazement, |
watched how the airplane flew low and horizontally to the field, sprayed, climbed, made a sharp barn
and turned around to spray a different section of the field. | remembered straining to watch the
pl ane but when i1t flew over the house | coul
ing that the plane was getting closer when the sound became louder. It seemed the plane was done

spraying in such a short time. | asked my Dad if | could have a ride. He told me the plane was carr
ing chemicals so it wouldnet be safe for me.
started.

| had always wondered about the pilot that flew the crop duster. Was he still alive? What happened

to the company and the plane? Did the business still exist?, maybe passed on to a different genera
tion? | never pursued my curiosity until last year. | lost my mom in October (to natural causes) and

while clearing out her belongings, my son found a tape measure in the glove compartment of her car.

She was a realtor so she would need to take measurements of odds and ends for her clients, hence
the need for measuring tapes. On the tape was an advertisement for agricultural spraying by Trink
and Boys. Certain that this was the aerial spraying company that was my aviation inspiration, | sen
them a | etter. ltés been a few months and |
be a response due to the length of time when 1 first saw the plane fly. At least my mail was not re-
turned.

Thereés no news to share yet about the situa
Airport. Rumor has it that the case went to court and now a decision will be given soon.

This Mayés ZOOM meeting might be our | ast on
son doing real hangar talk. Santa Cruz is now in the yellow tier and everyone is biting at the bits for
Governor Newsome to give us a aGreen Lightaea
be announcing a aMeet and Greetae in place of

Our members are very active as indicated in the April minutes (will be sent out on May 17th). Pleas
take a look at it to see who is doing what. Many members are active but their activities have not
been shared at the meeting. Marjorie is busy with the WAALC Watsonville Airport Advisory Commit-
tee, Board members and committee membeé&sAlice, Michaele, Joanne, Jeanne S., Kay, Paula, Mon
Carolyn have been active behind the scene. Other members such as Pdlyang in Hawaii, Red Rock
Sedona Arizona; Sophia heading the SR8alinas Pilots Association and working at JetWest; Sie&a
working at Specialized Helicopters and near to her check ride and final oral plus getting married in g
few months are all busy working on their aviation goals.

Wishing you all, your perfect day of flying.
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Vol unteer Kay Ackerman Harmon has a speci-ahawoEheeti élar wmior
the first airport manager. Photo by John Chadwel I .
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